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Rudder Club Werewolf Series
The Rudder Club of Jacksonville

8533 Malaga Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32244, USA

1 RULES

1.1 The Rudder Club Werewolf series will be held on (or the days immediately before or after) every full
moon during Daylight Savings time.   It will be a “pursuit” start with boats starting at assigned times in
the reverse order of their time on distance PHRF rating.  The Race area will be on the St. Johns River in
the vicinity of the Rudder Club of Jacksonville. The regatta will be governed by the current Racing Rules
of Sailing (RRS), applicable class rules, and the rules of the First Coast Sailing Association except as
modified by these Sailing Instructions.

1.2 SAFETY: The Werewolf Series is meant to be a technically challenging night racing series fostering
spirited competition on the St. Johns River. It is the responsibility of the skipper to ensure the safety of
the boat and crew at all times.  The boat shall be equipped with a working VHF radio, appropriate
navigation lights, safety equipment for after-sunset competition, in all conditions, no exceptions.

1.3 RADIO COMMUNICATION: Competing yachts shall monitor VHF channel 78 at all times. It shall be
the responsibility of each boat to check-in using VHF radio communication at least ten minutes prior to
the first starting time. Course information and oral changes to the Sailing Instructions may be made on
the water and communicated to each boat via VHF radio at the time of check-in. All competitors shall
monitor VHF channel 78 throughout the race to render assistance however possible. Competitors are
encouraged to communicate on matters of safety. Protests and finish times shall be hailed using VHF
channel 78. Boats withdrawing from a race prior to finishing shall make every effort to ensure that Race
Chair is notified that they have dropped out.

1.4 VERY IMPORTANT: In order to maximize everyone’s time on the water, this event does not operate
under a traditional race committee format. It is imperative to success that each skipper behaves with a
Corinthian spirit and accurately reports events in accordance to the rules.

2 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY

2.1 The race series is open to all boats holding a PHRF rating certificate issued by the First Coast Sailing
Association.

2.2 All classes will sail together on a single course.

2.3 Eligible boats may enter and acquire a starting time by contacting the Race Chair prior to noon on
the day of the race.

2.4 Race Chair is Gary Van Tassel. g w v t 2 @ a t t . n e t 843-513-5794

3 FEES: There is no entry fee.
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4 SCHEDULE

4.1 Each race in the series will be held during Daylight Saving Time generally on the night of the full
moon. The schedule (Including the traditional name for each full moon) for 2020 is as follows:

DoW Date Sunset Moonrise Visible Traditional / Notes

Monday Mar 9 19:31 19:41 99.4% Worm

Tuesday Apr 7 19:49 19:35 98.5% Pink

Friday May 8 20:09 19:48 99.0% Flower / actual FM May 7, Friday better

Friday Jun 5 20:26 20:34 99.5% Strawberry

Sunday Jul 5 20:32 21:18 100.0% Thunder

Monday Aug 3 20:18 20:43 99.7% Sturgeon

Wednesday Sep 2 19:47 20:27 99.8% Harvest

Friday Oct 2 19:10 19:57 99.7% Hunters / actual FM Oct 1, Friday better

Sunday Nov 1 17:38 18:31 99.6% Blue / actual FM Oct 31 conflict, not DST

4.2 The first boat to start is scheduled for 19:30:00 local time.

5 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1 Races will be held as a time on distance “pursuit” race with the slowest rated registered boat
starting first.  Each boat is responsible for acquiring a start time per section 2 of these instructions.

5.2 Each boat shall have a designated person on the bow at the start and finish to ensure the line is
called accurately and on time.  Official time shall be based on NIST time.

5.3 The Race Chair shall have a private discussion with any skipper suspected of not following to the
start/finish rules.  The Race Chair has the right to revoke a boat’s official start time at their sole
discretion if they have determined the competitor is not acting in good faith.

6 VENUE: The racing area will be in the St. Johns River between the Buckman Bridge to the south and
the Fuller Warren Bridge to the north as depicted on NOAA Chart 11492.

7 THE COURSES

7.1 The starting and finish line will be placed by the designated Race Committee (RC) no later than
19:15:00.  The starting/finish line will be comprised of two temporary marks set about 75’ apart and
generally square to the first leg of the assigned course.  One of the marks shall be set at the RCoJ “E”
coordinates:

N  030:11.648’
W 081:40.822’

If in place, RCoJ marker “E” itself will be used as one of the ends of the line.
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7.2 Marks of the course, except for start and finish, will be government navigation markers as depicted
in Attachment “A.” RC will remove the temporary start/finish marks after the last boat finishes or the
Time Limit has expired. RC will hail the fleet when the marks have been set and removed.

7.3 The course will be defined by the start/finish line and river markers “9” and “5”. Direction of
rounding will be based on conditions.  Distance is 8.17 NM. (Updated 3/2/20)

7.4 In adverse conditions that make the full course not viable; the RC will choose to either use “9” or
“5” as the single turning point.  Distances are 3.0 NM and 7.3 NM respectively. (Updated 3/2/20)

7.5 RC will designate the course and the direction of rounding no later than 19:15:00 and this
information will be repeated via VHF radio as each boat checks in.  It is the responsibility of the skipper
to know his/her start time.

8 TIME LIMIT: The time Limit shall be four hours following the first starting time or the time of the next
to last boat to finish, whichever is earlier. Yachts failing to finish within this Time Limit will be scored
"Did Not Finish."

9 SCORING

9.1 Places will be determined based on order of finish.  Boats shall hail the RC using VHF Channel 78 as
they finish.  If RC is unreachable, boats shall record the approximate time of finish and boat ahead and
behind.  This information shall be provided to RC at the first available opportunity.

9.2 Results for each race will be posted on the RCOJ Facebook Page the following day.

9.3 Overall series points will be tallied by the Race Chair following each race. The Low Point System will
determine the overall series results.

10 PROTESTS: The protest time limit for notification of the Race Chair (RC) is 15 minutes after the Time
Limit. Notification of protests and requests for redress shall be communicated to the Race Chair (RC)
within the protest notification time limit. Protests and requests for redress shall be written on forms
available at the Rudder Club Race Office or the FCSA website. They shall be filed with the Race Chair
within 24 hours after the Time Limit. The Race Chair will arrange for a Protest or Redress Hearing as
applicable.

11 PRIZES: First, Second, and Third place prizes will be awarded for the series.  The Werewolf Trophy
will be awarded to the overall winner and the skipper shall be designated as the King or Queen of
Darkness until the next series concludes.

12 PARTICIPATION: Sailing is an activity that has an inherent risk of damage and injury.  Competitors in
this race series are participating entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4, Decision to Race.  Participation in
this race series constitutes an acceptance of and agreement to abide by the Racing Rules of Sailing and
these Sailing Instructions.

13 FURTHER INFORMATION: For further information, please contact:

Race Chair, Gary Van Tassel g w v t 2 @ a t t . n e t 843-513-5794
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